PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
RED CROSS BUILDING, NEAR ROSE GARDEN,

SECTOR 16, CHANDIGARH.
Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com; Helpline No. 0172-2864100

APPEAL CASE NO. 0475 OF 2021

Shri Rupinder Singh, (99880 39081)
S/o Shri Amar Singh,
R/o Guru Kirpa Niwas, New Complex Colony,
Dosanjh Road, Moga.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,
Moga.

First Appellate Authority
OJ/o District Development & Panchayat Officer,
Moga.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Shri Rupinder Singh, Appellant.
Shri Karam Singh, Tax Collector on behalf of the Respondents (98149 93056)

ORDER (FIFTH HEARING):

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 15.11.2021.

The Respondent states that requisite information has already been supplied to the
appellant along with compensation amount of Rs. 2000/-.

The Appellant states that he has received the compensation amount of Rs. 2000/- but
unattested information has been provided to him.

In view of the above, appellant is directed to visit the respondent office on 10.02.2022 at
12:00 Noon for attestation and the PIO is directed to attest the complete information on the spot. Shri

Rajwinder Singh, B.D.P.O — 1, Moga is further directed to file a reply of the Show Cause Notice

issued to him vide order dated 15.06.2021, failing which penalty will be imposed upon him under

section 20 of the RTI Act, 2005.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order

be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner

Copy forwarded for the Compliance to:- (Regd. Post)
Shri Rajwinder Singh,
Public Information Officer — cum - B.D.P.O — 1, Moga.
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APPEAL CASE NO. 0874 OF 2021

Shri Chand Singh, (95016 00194)
S/o Shri Darshan Singh,
R/o Village Jahangirpur, Post Office Paniar,
District Gurdaspur — 143531
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner (Development),
Gurdaspur.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Gurdaspur.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Shri Chand Singh, Appellant.
Shri Balraj Singh, ADC (D) — cum — PIO.

ORDER (FIFTH HEARING):

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 12.01.2022.

The Appellant states that no information has been provided to him whereas the PIO
states that information sought by the appellant is still under consideration therefore, cannot be provided
to appellant. He further states that as and when enquiry is completed, the requisite information will be
provided to the appellant.

In view of the above, one more opportunity is given to the PIO to provide the requisite

information to the appellant, failing which Show Cause Notice will be issued to him under section 20 of

the RTI Act, 2005.
The case is adjourned to 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order

be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner

Copy for information and necessary action to:-

Shri Balraj Singh,

Public Information Officer — cum —

Additional Deputy Commissioner (Development),
Gurdaspur.



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
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APPEAL CASE NO. 2084 OF 2021

Smt. Neelam Handa, (78890 84560)
W/o Sh. Naresh Kumar Handa,
R/o # 1715/16, Ajit Nagar, Near Bank Colony,
Haibowal Kalan, District Ludhiana — 141001
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
Ol/o District Treasury Officer,
District Administrative Complex, Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority
Olo District Treasury Officer,
District Administrative Complex, Ludhiana.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Smt. Neelam Handa, Appellant.
None on behalf of the Respondents.

ORDER (FOURTH HEARING):

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 24.11.2021.

The Appellant states that she has received the information but after the delay of one year
whereas the Respondent is absent without any intimation to the Commission.

The perusal of the record reveals that in this case the appellant has tried her best to get
the information from the PIO who failed to provide the information to the appellant within stipulated
period. She has been made to run from pillar to post for getting the information, which she could not get
even after the notice was issued by the Commission in the Second Appeal. She has suffered
unnecessary detriments/harassment in getting the information at the hands of the PIO.

| have also looked into all the facts and circumstances of the case. In my view this is a fit
case, where award of compensation under Section 19 (8) (b) is also called for. | have no doubt in my
mind that this state of affairs has also come about on account of the absence of adequate machinery for
handling the RTI work in O/o District Treasury Office, Ludhiana is thus, responsible for the inadequate

handling of the RTI request and in the instant case as well. |, therefore, order that compensation of Rs.

5000/- (Rupees Five Thousand Only) be paid to the appellant for the detriments suffered by her.

This amount shall be payable from the funds of O/o District Treasury Office, Ludhiana by
way of crossed Cheque/Demand Draft in the name of Smt. Neelam Handa within one month.

Cont...Pg2
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APPEAL CASE NO. 2084 OF 2021

The PIO is directed to send a copy of Cheque/Demand Draft to the Commission to
establish the fact that order of the Commission has been complied with.

The case is adjourned to 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order

be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner

Copy for information and necessary action to:- (Regd. Post)

Sh. Rashpal Singh,

Public Information Officer — cum —

District Treasury Officer

Olo District Treasury Office,

District Administrative Complex, Ludhiana.



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
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Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com; Helpline No. 0172-2864100

APPEAL CASE NO. 2537 OF 2021

Shri Ajay Nand/Ajay Kumar Mehta, (98146 46309)
S/o Late Shri Nand Kishore,
R/o # C-118, East Mohan Nagar,
Chamrang Road, Amritsar.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Punjab State Information Commission,
Sector — 16, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Punjab State Information Commission,
Sector — 16, Chandigarh.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: None on behalf of the Appellant.
Shri Sudhir Kumar, Section Officer — cum — PIO.

ORDER (SECOND HEARING):

This order may be read with reference of previous order dated 13.12.2021

The Appellant is absent. However, he has telephonically informed in the Commission
that he is unable to attend today's hearing and requests for adjournment.

The Respondent appears in person and states that sufficient reply/information has
already been sent to the appellant vide letter no. PSIC/RTI/11/2021/1407, dated 01.09.2021 and after
that no observation has been received from him.

In view of the above, the appellant is advised to furnish the deficiencies in writing in the
provided information to the PI1O, under intimation to the Commission, before the next date of hearing.

The case is adjourned to 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3336 OF 2021

Shri Sukhdev Singh Pandher, (98157 62270)
R/o Village Chahal, Post Office Bhadson,
Tehsil Nabha, District Patiala.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Superintending Engineer,
Construction Division No. 2, PWD (B & R),
Patiala.

First Appellate Authority
Olo Superintending Engineer,
Construction Division No. 2, PWD (B & R),
Patiala.
...Respondents
HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: None for the Parties.
ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 15.03.2021 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 26.04.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 22.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The Appellant is absent and the PIO is also absent for today’s hearing, inspite of the
Notice/Orders of the Commission. This shows his disregard to the Commission. The absence of the PIO
is viewed seriously and it has also affected hearing and disposal of the case. In pursuance of this, the
PIO is directed to file a written submission in response to the Notice of the Commission and should
present this case personally (through CISCO Webex), on the next date of hearing, failing which penal
consequences shall follow.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3369 OF 2021

Shri Karamijit Singh, (99881 52559)
S/o Shri Malkiat Singh,
R/o Village & Post Office Dhanoa,
Tehsil Mukerian, District Hoshiarpur.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o XEN,
PWD Mukerian, Tehsil Mukerian,
District Hoshiarpur.

First Appellate Authority
Olo Sr. Superintending Engineer,
PWD Mukerian, Tehsil Mukerian,
District Hoshiarpur.
...Respondents
HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Advocate Varun Walia, Representative of the Appellant.
None on behalf of the Respondents.

ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 16.03.2021 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 06.05.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 27.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The Representative of the appellant states that no information has been provided to him
whereas the PIO is absent for today’s hearing, inspite of the Notice/Orders of the Commission. This
shows his disregard to the Commission. The absence of the PIO is viewed seriously and it has also
affected hearing and disposal of the case. In pursuance of this, the PIO is directed to file a written
submission in response to the Notice of the Commission and should present this case personally
(through CISCO Webex), on the next date of hearing, failing which penal consequences shall follow.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3378 OF 2021

Shri Ravi Kant, (96465 00396)
S/o Sh. Sansari Lal,
R/o Krishna Bazar, Ward No. 4,
Dhariwal, District Gurdaspur.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
Ol/o Executive Officer,
Nagar Council, Dhariwal,
District Gurdaspur.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Deputy Director,
Local Government, Amritsar.
...Respondents
HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: None on behalf of the Appellant.
Sh. Jitender Mahajan, Executive Officer — cum — P1O (98882 81308)

ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 16.05.2021 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 21.05.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 27.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The PIO states that requisite information has already been sent to the appellant vide
letter dated 28.01.2022 by hand.

The Appellant is absent from hearing through Webex. As such he is contacted on mobile
phone. He states that incomplete information has been provided to him by the Respondents.

In view of the above, the appellant is advised to furnish the deficiencies if any in writing
to PIO within week, under intimation to the Commission. The PIO is directed to remove the same after
received from the appellant, failing which penal consequences shall follow.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
RED CROSS BUILDING, NEAR ROSE GARDEN,

SECTOR 16, CHANDIGARH.
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3382 OF 2021

Advocate Tejinder Singh, (9041004313)
R/o Chamber No. 602, Civil Court, Tehsil Complex,
Backside Sanjh Kender, Phillaur-144410
...Appellant

Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Council,
Ropar.

~ Now ~
Public Information Officer,
O/o Executive Officer,
Municipal Council, Roopnagar.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Deputy Director,
Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: None for the Parties.
ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 24.12.2020 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 17.04.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 27.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The Appellant is absent and the PIO is also absent for today’s hearing, inspite of the
Notice/Orders of the Commission. This shows his disregard to the Commission. The absence of the PIO
is viewed seriously and it has also affected hearing and disposal of the case. In pursuance of this, the
PIO is directed to file a written submission in response to the Notice of the Commission and should
present this case personally (through CISCO Webex), on the next date of hearing, failing which penal
consequences shall follow.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3388 OF 2021

Shri Varinder Kalia, (94174 05543)
S/o Shri Kewal Krishan Kalia,
R/o H. No. 31, Ward No. 2,
Near Improvement Trust Colony, Jail Road, Gurdaspur.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Chief Manager (HRD),
Punjab Gramin Bank,
Head Office: Jalandhar Road, Kapurthala.

First Appellate Authority
Olo Chief Manager (HRD),
Punjab Gramin Bank,
Head Office: Jalandhar Road, Kapurthala.
...Respondents

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Shri Varinder Kalia, Appellant.
Shri Dinesh Kumar Sharma, Chief Manager (HRD) for the Respondents (8283823500)

ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 04.12.2020 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 11.01.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 27.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The Respondent has E-mailed in the Commission mentioning therein that "Punjab
Gramin Bank is a Statutory Body incorporated under Regional Rural Act, 1976 by a Gazette Notification
dated 21.12.2018 of Govt. of India. As such, Punjab Gramin Bank is a Public Authority under Govt. of
India and not under Govt. of Punjab. Further, Punjab Gramin Bank is the Regional Rural Bank sponsored
by Punjab National Bank, a nationalised Bank which comes under the jurisdiction of Central Information™.
Furthermore, available information has already been supplied to him and rest of the information is not
available in the record whereas the Appellant states that incomplete information has been provided to
him.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3422 OF 2021

Shri Jarnail Singh Saini, (99883 56588)
R/o Saini House — 5, Pal Avenue,
Ram Tirath Road, Mahal, Amritsar - 143001
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
Ol/o District Treasury Officer,
Gurdaspur.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Gurdaspur.
...Respondents
HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Sh. Jarnail Singh, Appellant.
Sh. Sh. Des Raj, District Treasury Officer, Gurdaspur (9855544293).

ORDER (FIRST HEARING):

The RTI application is dated 17.03.2021 vide which the Appellant has sought information
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter
FAA) on 22.04.2021 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 28.07.2021 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was issued to the parties
for 31.01.2022.

The Appellant states that no information has been provided to him whereas the
Respondent states that RTI application of the appellant received in the respondent office vide diary no.
3547, dated 22.03.2021 without his Identity proof and same has been conveyed to him vide letter no.
R.T.l. Act — 2005/2020-21/6464, dated 23.03.2021.

In view of the above, the appellant is advised to remove the deficiencies in his RTI
application and supply his ID proof to the PIO within week. The PIO is directed to provide the complete
information after received the ID proof from the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which
penal consequences shall follows.

The case is adjourned to 09.03.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order
be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3560 OF 2021

Shri Jaswinder Singh, (85588 03887)
Additional District & Session Judge,
Gurdaspur,
R/o 7, Jail Road, Gurdaspur.
...Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o XEN/Executive Engineer,
P.W.D. (B&R),
Gurdaspur.

First Appellate Authority
O/o XEN/Executive Engineer,
P.W.D. (B&R),
Gurdaspur.
...Respondents
HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX — VC/TELEPHONE

PRESENT: Shri Jaswinder Singh, Appellant.
Shri Jatinder Mohan, XEN — cum — P10 (96460 07309)

ORDER (FIFTH HEARING):

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 12.01.2022.

The Respondent states that requisite information has already been supplied to the
appellant on 28.01.2021 whereas the Appellant states that he has received incomplete and unattested
information from the Respondents.

After examining the case file, it is revealed that PIO has not provided complete
information relating to the RTI application of the Appellant. The Appellant has also highlighted that till
date complete information has not been provided to him. It clearly shows that there is a delay of about
10 months for not supplying the information to the Appellant, which is definitely on a higher side and
cannot be given a go by. Besides, the then PIO —cum — XEN, O/o XEN/Executive Engineer, P.W.D.
(B&R), Gurdaspur seems totally unmindful and indifferent to the orders issued by the Commission on a
number of occasions and he has openly defied the same, before reaching to the conclusion, it is relevant

to reproduce the last order of the Commission: -

XXX XXX XXX

2. Respondent, Sh. Jatinder Mohan has requested for an adjournment to provide an
updated reply pertaining to the information sought by the appellant.

3. In the view of above the Commission grants a last opportunity to the respondent to
provide the requisite information to the appellant before the next date of hearing.

4. To come up on 31.01.2022 through Cisco Webex at 11:00 am."

Cont...Pg2
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3560 OF 2021

Thus, the Commission draws the inference that the PIO, without any reasonable cause,
has malafidly delayed information and thus, has rendered himself liable for punishment as provided
under the RTI Act, 2005. He was given a number of opportunities to provide the information to the
Appellant but he is delaying the matter on one pretext or the other. In these circumstances, Shri
Manmohan, then PIO —cum — XEN O/o XEN/Executive Engineer, P.W.D. (B&R), Gurdaspur is held
guilty of default on the above score.

The facts of this case also proved beyond any doubt that the respondent PIO concerned
does not deserve any kind of leniency. Hence, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 20(1) of
the RTI Act, 2005, a penalty to the tune of Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Ten thousand only) is imposed upon
Shri Manmohan, then PIO —cum — XEN, O/o XEN/Executive Engineer, P.W.D. (B&R), Gurdaspur to be
deducted from his salary, which is to be deposited in the State Treasury under the relevant head.

The Drawing and Disbursing Officer O/o Construction Division, P.W.D. (B&R),
Malerkotla, District Sangrur is directed to deduct the amount of penalty of Rs. 10000/- from the salary of
Shri Manmohan, PIO —cum — XEN, O/o XEN/Executive Engineer, P.W.D. (B&R), Gurdaspur and now
transferred to the O/o XEN/Executive Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D. (B&R), Malerkotla, District
Sangrur and deposited in the State Treasury in the following Head of Account and to report its

compliance to the Commission: -

0070- Other Administrative Services

- 60— Other Services

- 0800 — Other Receipts

- 86-Fee under the RTI Act, 2005

After going through the facts available on the record and in view of the request of the
Appellant for awarding him a suitable compensation, it is true that complete information has not been
supplied to the Appellant and the loss and detriment suffered by him during this long period in obtaining
the information in the instant case.

Cont...Pg3
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APPEAL CASE NO. 3560 of 2021

| find full justification in awarding him a suitable compensation. Therefore, in exercise of
the powers conferred by Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005, a compensation of Rs. 10000/- (Rupees
Ten Thousand only) is awarded to Shri Jaswinder Singh, Appellant. The same be paid to the
Appellant, by the Public Authority i.e. through Bank Draft, within 30 days and confirmation to this effect
will be furnished to the Commission.

The case is adjourned to 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM through CISCO WEBEX MEETING
ID No. 158 188 4645. Both the parties are directed to present their case accordingly. Copies of the order

be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh (Maninder Singh Patti)
31.01.2022 State Information Commissioner

Copy is intimation and further necessary Action: - (Regd. Post)

1) The Superintending Engineer, (By Name)
0O/o P.W.D. (B&R),
Gurdaspur.

2) The Superintending Engineer, (By Name)

O/o Construction Division,
P.W.D. (B&R), Malerkotla,
District Sangrur.

3) The Drawing & Disbursing Officer,
O/o Construction Division,
P.W.D. (B&R), Malerkotla,
District Sangrur.

4) Shri Manmohan,
XEN / Executive Engineer
O/o Construction Division,
P.W.D. (B&R), Malerkotla,
District Sangrur.



